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Summary: "Unsworth is one of the best historical novelists on either side of the Atlantic, and in both Sacred
Hunger and The Quality of Mercy his vast knowledge of 18th-century social and material conditions creates a
rich and strange rendering of daily life that's utterly persuasive." - The New York Times Book Review "Unsworth
is one of the greatest living historical novelists, and this is what he does best: He entices us back into a past
gloriously appointed with archival detail and moral complexity. . . . [ The Quality of Mercy ] is another engaging
demonstration of the talent that's made Unsworth one of the very few writers to appear on the Booker shortlist
three times. His sentences recall the sharp detail, moral sensitivity and ready wit of Charles Dickens. But his
sense of the lumbering, uneven gait of social progress is more sophisticated, more tempered, one might say, by
history." - The Washington Post "Deeply moving. . . . Unsworth brings his characters together with authority
and grace. As with all of his historical novels, he conveys the sights, sounds and smells of life in another century
without the slightest hint of pedantry." - The Wall Street Journal "Reading Barry Unsworth, one immediately
feel secure in the hands of an experienced pro, a master scribe who knows his way through a story like a
seasoned navigator sailing treacherous but familiar seas. . . . [His] latest labor of love is full of gorgeous prose,
wonderful dialogue in regional dialect, deeply etched characters, and historical settings both rural and urban
one can smell and taste. . . . Endlessly enthralling." - San Antonio Express-News "Wryly, and with Austenesque
delicacy, Unsworth presents the...
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