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Random House Trade, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 222 x 142 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. NATIONAL BESTSELLER Certain lives are at once so exceptional, and yet so in step with their
historical moments, that they illuminate cultural forces far beyond the scope of a single person. Such is the
case with Coco Chanel, whose life offers one of the most fascinating tales of the twentieth century throwing into
dramatic relief an era of war, fashion, ardent nationalism, and earth-shaking change here brilliantly treated,
for the first time, with wide-ranging and incisive historical scrutiny. Coco Chanel transformed forever the way
women dressed. Her influence remains so pervasive that to this day we can see her afterimage a dozen times
while just walking down a single street: in all the little black dresses, flat shoes, costume jewelry, cardigan
sweaters, and tortoiseshell eyeglasses on women of every age and background. A bottle of Chanel No. 5
perfume is sold every three seconds. Arguably, no other individual has had a deeper impact on the visual
aesthetic of the world. But how did a poor orphan become a global icon of both luxury and everyday style?
How did she develop such vast, undying influence? And what does our ongoing love of all things Chanel tell us
about ourselves? These are the mysteries that Rhonda K. Garelick unravels in Mademoiselle. Raised in rural
poverty and orphaned early, the young Chanel supported herself as best she could. Then, as an uneducated
nineteen-year-old cafe singer, she attracted the attention of a wealthy and powerful admirer and parlayed his
support into her own hat design business. For the rest of Chanel s life, the professional, personal, and political
were interwoven; her lovers included diplomat Boy Capel; composer Igor Stravinsky; Romanov heir Grand Duke
Dmitri;...
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