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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: ... England carries her parcels post service upon slow goods trains in uncovered vans,
simply protected by tarpaulins. The whole work is done in that way, and England still loses money upon the
service, where the average haul is 42 miles, even at 6 cents for the first pound and 2 cents a pound after that.
The number of periodicals represented by the American Publishers Association have so vastly increased the
second-class mail service of the country that it has grown from the maximum number of pounds (40, 000, 000)
in 1875, when the law was passed, to 108, 000, 000 for the past year. But the growth that has taken place in
second-class matter in the last ten years is but a tittle of what will take place if this proposed parcels post
legislation shall pass. There are eleven different bills before Congress at this session, representing different
features of this question. If the rate be made at 1 cent a pound; as low as is this 1 cent a pound rate upon
second-class matter, the estimate of experts is that you can haul 145 miles before you begin to lose money on
the service. But you can haul postal cars for 11, 700. miles. Now, the express companies cannot be legislated out
of existence by any rates that may be established. | am no advocate for the express companies. | believe that on
this question we should endeavor to regulate their rates rather than to...
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